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Since this is an on-going series, I recommend that you look at
previous offerings, because each one provides a background
for its successors and thus helps understanding.

Last time we looked at different types of ‘standards publication’.
It was suggested that a table to summarize would be useful, so
here it is. It is based on the way IEC identifies types, because
that is the most ‘structured’ way. Rather than the cumbersome
‘standards publication’. it is convenient to use ‘standard’ to
mean any of these except Guide, and use ‘Standard’ when we
mean only a fully normative publication.

There is another classification system that helps to understand
the relationships between standards that deal with the same
product type.

Even that is not the end of the story, because ‘regulatory’
standards have a classification of their own, but implemented
differently in safety and EMC standards!

Generic safety Standards
There are too many of these to list, but notable ones include
IEC 60065 (consumer electronics), IEC 60204-1 (machinery),
IEC 60335-1 (household appliances), IEC 60601-1 (medical),
IEC 60950-1 (ITE and office machines) and IEC 61010-1
(measuring instruments, industrial process control and
laboratory equipment).

There are EN versions of all of these, with varying degrees of
difference from the IEC version. Since even a small difference
may affect YOUR product profoundly, it is most unwise to
consult the IEC when the EN applies, or vice versa.
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Generic EMC standards

Basic safety Standards
There are few of these with wide application, except IEC 60990,
already mentioned above.

Note - the terms ‘basic safety Standard’ and ‘basic safety publication’
are not of the same meaning.

Basic EMC Standards

The above descriptions are not necessarily the titles of the
standards, some of which murder the English language. The
French titles are, of course, much more grammatical.  The ‘not
issued’ standards exist as titles on an IEC TC77 internal master
list but may never be developed and published.
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